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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To deal with an optical reader in the state of 
coexisting plural existing business forms and documents 
which are not designed for the optical character reader. 
CONSTrrUTION: This optical character reader is 
provided with a business form registering part 16 which 
registers a partial image that can prescribed the type of 
a form as an identification (ID) image used for 
identification of the form type out of the images 
detected from the form to be processed and also 
registers the information accordant with the form type 
and used for reading the characters in response to the 
ID image, a business form identifying part 22 which 
identifies the form type used for reading characters 
based on the ID image registered by the part 16, a 
character reading part 26 which reads the character 
according to the identifying result of the part 22 and 
based on the business, form information accordant with 
the form type re^stered by the part 1 6, and a data 
processing part 30. 
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